EMERGYWISE HOME

Nelson-based English architect Helen
Richards has come up with a package for a
stylish solar-heated healthy home that is
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affordable to build and live in.
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n HELEM RICHARDS HOME IS BASED ON & TEMPLATE
SHE HWAE DESIGNED FOR AFFORDABLE SOLAR-CONSCIOUS
HOUSES. SHE VARIED THE DESIGN WITH A CURVED FRONT
WALL AND A SUNHEN LOUMNGE. THE HOLUSE 15 ARNGLED

WITH LIVING AREAS FACING THE SUN

n THE ROOF OVERHANE 1= SI7ED TO HKEEP OUT THE HOT
SUMMER SUM WHILE ALLOWING |T TO PENETRATE DEEP

INSIDE IN WINTER

ES] S

RELEASE IT LATER

THE DECK HAS SINCE HAD A BALLUSTRADE BUILT

If archtect Helen Richairds feels the need
to saitch ona heater on a cnspyanter's night,
she's putting her reputation an the line,

¥ et Foietas 5 Codd] afber & Sianrmy Malon diny, il mddns
fer design hasn't worked. Heppily, the house has
bean comiorably warm fcr the couple of months
ghe has lived there o far.

Sha axpects the lernperature 1o remain constant at

bétwen 16°C and 21°C

HOURS IN THROUGH THE FRONT WINDOWS AND
STRIKES PDLISHED CONCRETE. \W+ICH STORES THE HEAT TO

Richards' =tylish conlemporary home = her own
demanstration howse, built Trom the template she
has developed for passive solar-designed homes.
Wishars can wall trsugh and expesienes what it feals
lika, whila noting the sunny aspact, double glazing
and roofiop solar waler haaling

Richands (33), & mamber of e Royal Insbiule of
Brilish Archilocts, aims o show aco-fnandly

archittcturg can bé &5 ruch 4 Sounch of assthenc

phedsurs 35 ary offir archmleit-desggned bulding.
She saye some of her oarly wisilors have boen
SLarpe sad [y thea house's Clean modem lines and
fnishes - H'E‘]' Wwern E‘ILE‘:'.'-'-E,E mare athnic look
“People come in and look and sy, ‘oh, it roally
madarn’. Bt you can make # 100k ary way you ke,
I wank io take this mainsirezm - if's not just aboul
hippses and earth buifding.”

Richands eame bo Mew Zealand &5 @ 1ourist and




ENERGYWISE HOME

sattibd in Nelson, Arrving with fresh eyes, she sawa
nead b more enengy-conscious design and a
chance (o make & diference in 2 counéry with scope
o changs the way houses ang delgntd and built,

Her work arises from & deep comvichion aboud
reducing energy consumplion and ity associated
greenhouse gas emissions. She was slready
interesied in sustainable design and had studied it

fr e spare bmea while wacking in UK architectura

|
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FLOOR PLAN

practoss, bud her faposure 10 New Lesland’s nalural

wrvirgn mend has sharpened her enthusiasm

S fesls Miew Zealand (s a freasure waorthy of cane
and prodoction. Through her solar home template,
Fichards hapes o make i aasier 1or pEO0LE wht wan
a comfortable energy efficienl hicang bl Gind 1he
prospect of extensive raseanch and decsion-making

oo daunling. “I've alieady Gone (e hard work, S0

i | 2an shane it wath others,” she S84

Energy store

A passive solar house uses materials mada of heawy

miss to coliect, store and release the sun's heat
Enargy management 15 bullt-in, There are no
compliciing oonbioks o operale

The heat siorage mabenial - in this case, concrels -
kepps temperatures stable, avoding wild extremes

Richands’ house & basically an nsulabed box wilh
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